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giving coffee to the various people,, then wait -in silence.
When SIR ARTHUR comes in they give him his coffee
and go out.
ANNE: It's wonderful of you to persevere.

VIOLET: Oh, you know, Ronny's very encouraging. He
says I'm really getting on. I want so badly to be able to
talk* You can't think how enthusiastic I am about
Egypt. I love it.

OSMAN PASHA: Pas plus que i'Rgypte vous aime, Madame.

VIOLET: When we landed at Alexandria and I saw that blue
sky and that coloured, gesticulating crowd, my heart
leapt. I knew I was going to be happy. And every day
I've loved Egypt more. I love its antiquities, I love the
desert and the streets of Cairo and those dear little
villages by the Nile. I never knew there was such beauty
in the world. I thought you only read of romance in
books; I didn't know there was a country where it sat by
the side of a well under the palm trees,, as though it were
at home.

OSMAN PASHA: Vous etes charmantes Madame. Cest un
bien beau pays. II n'a besoin que d'unc chose pour
qu'on puisse y vivre.

ANNE: [Translating.} It's a beautiful country. It only wants
one thing to make it livable. And what is that, your
Excellency?

OSMAN PASHA: Laliberte.
APPLEBY: Liberty?

[ARTHUR has come in when first VIOLET begins to speak of
Egypt and he listens to her enthusiasm with an
indulgent smile. At the Pasha's remark he comes
forward. ARTHUR LITTLE is a man of forty-five*
alert, young in manner^ very intelligent., with the
urbanity, self-assurance, tact, and resourcefulness of the
experienced diplomatist. Nothing escapes bim^ but h&
does not often show how much he notices.